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1. The Lith Air force kenl Rept was directly nssirmed to the ministry of deflense
(170) in Irarue. It was the only oulfit of this %,me in Czec! oulqvﬂ._t and
its riscion was the training of nir force mechanics. (1)

2. The reriment consisted of the heacquorters located in Lipt.rilwlas (@ 50/D 19);
the troining conter for sircra’t mechanics in Poprad (' 50/0 £€3) and Lolri
mutin (L, 55,/ 91); arc the aircraft mechanic schoel at iipt. [likulas, Poprad,
“and Uokrad airfield (3 50/% 91).

3, The training center for aircraft mechanics was attended by 1S-year-old boys,
ELvery springr, the Svaz nro spolupraci a armacu org_am.zation {(Association for
the Prorotion of Cooperation with the lational !ilitary lstablishment) wared
a pronasanda campailrm avong boys leaving school urging ther to apply for
adrission to this training conter., The students of the training center were
¢iven theoretical and technical instruction for a period of two years.

They vers unfer military supervision, btut were not issued arms. 5 third yeszr
had to he scrved in Dolni KFubin., Durin; this year, the trainees were sworn

in and haé to attend a six-month course at an I'CO school, Luring their third
vear, ihey vere also zasi, ned to aircrait factories, where they had to work

fer six nmonths as locksnmiths, lathe hands, eleeiricians ets. Lfter corpleting
three vears at the training center for aircralt rechanics, the trainees vere
transferrec to the secorC sourse of the aircraft mechanie school. After serving
for three ears at the training center, onc more year at the aircraft rmechanpic
school and four years ss coreer 1COs, they vere appointed rechanics 2nd clasa.

i, “he aircraft mechonic school was entercd at the are of 17. The students of
the irstallalion were Cesimeted "Candicatos of the lst or 2ud year "
Turing the first year, the trainecs had to attend the infantry 16O school
bct‘ucu receiving initial teehnical training. In their second ) year, they
were traired as speciolists for encines, electical awd photorrarhic ~quiprent,
or as arrorer artificers, They stuuieo for two jyears at the school and
subsequertly for four years as aircraft mechenics 2ad cl ass, the Lest stucdents
either rema‘ned at Toprad as reeruit Instructors or werc itranslerred to the
Lir Force Cifficer lechanic School, which was believed to te in liberec (T U1/7 3
(2) "n iiberec, civilians had to stuCy for two years, while (raduates fron the
aireraft rechanic school finished to school in nine ronths and were then made
recharics 1lst class, }'echanics 1st class had officer rank; the rraduates Irom
the airer~ft mechanic school in Poprac becam: mechaniecs 2nd class, while
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neci.anics 3rd class were inducted soldiers during their recular ternm of

seivice, Cne battelion hod one mechanic lst cless, seven mechanics “nd class
including tro enpine mechanicr and three electricians; and a nuwber of meckanics
3rd class. Bach mechanic 1st elass supervised three mechanics 3rd elass. (3)

In ¢anuary 1952, tho 1529 throush 193 classes, two thirds of wiich were Czech
and one third Slovak, attended the aircraft rnechaniv school,

Tn January 1952, the Lth iir Force Repl Hegt was organized as follows:

a2, The regimental beadquarters was located at the Hlavni Xasarmy at Lint,
I'ikulas; the regimental cormander was 'ajor lartinisko (fnu), about &0 vears
old. * Soviet major served under the reginental commander. In the swwer of
1951, the Soviet major, who was accompanied Ly another soviet and several Czech
officers, inspected the barracks installation,

b, The auxiliary unit, likewise located at the INavni Kasarny at Lipt.likulas,
consisted of soldiers who were drafted for the norral two-year period of service,
They were employed as auxiliary personnel,

c. The students of the second year (student unit) numbered about 200 men, who
had rolvnteered to be trained as engine nechanies. After being stationed in
Poprad prior to 1951, they were moved to the Llavni Kasarny in Lipt. likulas, (5)

d. Tne so-called aspirant unit was located at the Stara Kasarny in Lipt.l'ikulas,
T4 corprised drafted soldiers, who were being trained as mechanics 3rd ¢lass,
After completion of their training,they usually became stock clerhs at eirfields,
but they could also apply for acceptance at the air force acadeny in order to be
trained ss pilotis.

#. “he students ol the second year {stufent unit) had graduated {rom the aircraft
rechunic school, They were also stationed at Lipt. I'ikulas,

fo inother unit of students in the second year (Jednotka dorostenlu 2d relkemu)
wes Jocated at the Cerlasske Kasarny in Poprad. )t consisted of about 100 nen
and vas crpanized into three nlatoons with four squadrens to each rlatoon. The
unit included 25 photo-mechanics, 39 electro-nechanics, and about LT candidate
electro-nechanics,

£o The unit of students in their first rear was located at the Dukelske Kasarny
in Poprad, It consisted of about LOO men and Was orpanized inte four detachments

of 100 men each, each detachnent consisting of four platoons with four squads of
about, eipght men to each platoon. This unit couprised the 17-year-pld volunteers

who had graduated from the aircraft necharic school and were serving in “heir

first year, In July 1951, the unit corprised 25 photo-pechanics, 35 electro-
mechanics, 200 engine mechanics, and 1L0 srworer artificers. The photo and electro.
mechanics rerained in Poprad, while the sngine mechanics and the armorer artificers
rmoved to Lipt.ikulas and the !okrad airfield respectively,

h, The candidates of the first training year were in Poprad; 200 men were
stationed at the Cerlasske Kasarny, and another 200 men at the lukelske Kasarny.
the unit comprised engine and electro mecharics in equal mmbers, They were being
trainad elong civilian lines under military supervision,

1. The candidates of the second training year were also stationed in Foprad;

200 electro-mechanics vere quartered at the Gerlasske Kasarny, ard 200 engine
nechanics at the Dukelsice Kasarny,
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Jo  The auxiliary detachment, which was quartered at the Cerlasske Kasarny in
Poprad, numbered 5O men, who contrary to all the other units of the rerirent
wore green uniforms,

k. ‘nother auxiliary detachment of 50 men was stationed at the Dukelske Kasarny.

1. %he candidates of the third year were stationed at Dolni Kubin, They were
given ICO training for six months. Subsequently, the soldiers of this unit were
svorn in,

Mo fwiiliary cetachrent at Iokrad airfieid,

n. The students of the second year vere quartered at the barracks installation
at Tokrad airfield. They numbered about 110 men, who were being trained as
armorer artificers. They were said to Le trained with aircraft armanent at
Yalaski airfield, (&)

furnished the following information on the barracks installations occupied
Ly elements of the Lith Air force Hepl, Regt:

2. “lavni Xasarny in Li t.'ikulas,
“he instailation was located 2 lam from the Poprad railroad stztion in the

direction of the tovn, about 200 meters distant from the railroad line,

Tt covered a site of about 200 x 370 meters and consisted of 10 brick buildings,
two of them three~story structures the renainder single story. Aircraft servirg
as instruction aids were parked in a hangar, Tell equipped workshops and a
large number of aireraft encines were aveilable for instructien purposes. :(7)

b. Gerlasske Kasarny in Fo rad,
The installation consisgéa of two three-story, three two-story and three

single-story buildings and covered a site about 200 x 50C meters, A well-
equipped sleciric workshop was also available, Another vworkshop was equipped
with about 25 machines including lathes, milling boring and planing machines,
4he photographic vorkshop was equipped with aircraft cameras including
sutomatic careras. 2 well stoeked aireraft spare parts depot was also available
An 5-99 anc¢ a G-3 B rmodel airerat vere put up in the yard of the installatior.
(3) :
Dukelske Kasarmy in Poprad.

ihe installation was Ipcated on Lhe vestern perimeter o Poprad. It covered

a site of about 300 x 150 reters and consisted of 11 briel: buildinrs, three
of =hich vere three-story; structures, iwo two-story Luildings and the
verainder single-story bulldings, sircraft engines from wartime aireraft

were stored at the installation for instruetion purposes. In 1951, work on
the construction of a vorkshop tor aircraft mechanics was started, (0)

Supply benot in Poprad,

hoout, TCO 1Eters west of the Cerlasske Yasarny, there was a supply depot
eomsisting of three brick buildines on a site of 17 % 152 meters,

Popred airfinld was about 3 Im fron the perireter of the tovm, north of the
Poprad-hirta (1 50/U L8) roliread lire, about 150 meters distant from the
lire, The £ield measuvired 1,000 % 506 meters, The langin: field had a rrass
cover; concrete strips were not aveilakle. One hangar al the southern edre

o tre installation housed some 1e=109s, wiich were not pernmanently statlioned
at tre field, An ordnancc shop was located in the barracls installation at

the airfield, £ building of the Aerc Club was also available. The hanrar also
housed some unusable Sisbel and Ye-109 plancs in addition to one 1a-5 and some
sport planes, (9)
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¢. DBarracks Installation in Val.l'ezirici.
There was a Larraclks installation InVal.rezirici (P %0/0 34), south of the
road to ilrachovec, on the perineter of the tomn., Tt covered a site of 300 x iy
neters and consisted of 15 brick buildings, five of which were tirce-story
structures, 4ir lorce officer candidates, vho atterded an AML course and
possibly also an air lorce reserve officer corps were tenporarily quartered
in this barracks installation, (10)

7, Officers [ |included Senior Lieutenant lach (fnu), Lieutenant

Urban (fnu}, Senior Lisutenant Soukop (fnu), Lieutenant Lvorak (fnu),

Jutiior Iieutenants Skala (fru), Xozlik (fhus, tolecek (inu), Colorel Ladislavw
Dernhard, commander of the barracks installation at Val.leziricei, rajor

Stranslcy (fnu), his deputy, and 'ajor Martinisko (fru), cormanding officer 25X1
of the Lth Air Force Repl. Regt, (11) ‘

9. General Information.

A1l the units of the Lth Air rorce Repl ilegt apparently had nurerical
of the regiment was Letecly drostenee
XY, Tilitary rost Administration 11/ loprac-Vysoke Tatry. The dress uniform:
wern by the student urdt in Yoprad was the model 21 uniforr which wes
introcuced in 1951. It had a stand-up collar, black-bordered blue epaulets
an¢ yellow air force insignia. (12) During trairdng activities, the model LS
uriforn with the same insignia was worn. All the units were arred with model
C5-2) rifles, some light model 26 machine guns, model LOA submachine uns
Gerran pistols, end some Soviet submachine guns, Sone heavy pachire  uns
were also available, The army pay for students in their first and sceond years
of training was 10 Czech crowns por day besides threc cigarettes, The pay was
increased by one crown per day for esch higher grade reached, Gandidates were
given seven crowms during their [irst year, eight in the second and nine in
the third year of training. The food and the sanitary conditions were good.

10, Jfurnished the following information on military installations:
“al Mezirici-airficld, a purely military installation, was northwest of the
town, north of the Val l'ezirici-liranice (P 50/0 25) rcad, about 2,500 reters
from the Jorder of the town. The field covered a site of about 500 x 1,000
reters. Concrete sirips were not available. A corrucsted sheet retal hangar
was continuously guarded. A wooden hangar used b: the local Aero Club vas
also availatle. (13) I'okrad airfield was allegedly still under constructiorn,
kurvays were scheduled to be built there. (1) A spocial school for pround
personnel and radar operators was located in Pardubice (0 514 79), f15)
i military hospital was located in Ruzomberck. Parachutists, who were being
treated there, told that they Lelonsed %o the parachute trainins center in
Iresev {3t Lo/ 27y, (14
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& three=year training course for volunteer Tighter an¢ light Lomber pilots

was said te be given in Dolni Inbin, (17) similar courses were allegedly also give-
at Sternmberk (P S0/ 06), hracee Kralove (0 51/C 71) and Pardubice. (15) (19) and
(18). Jet encines vere allesedly manufactured at the Avia Aircraft Tlanl in Prague.
The studonts of the aircraft mechanic school were mace lamiliar only with conventions
piston earine aireraft, (200

wments,

| |C .
(1) The [th .ir orce ilepl Regt was proviously assumed to be located at Poprad. The

(2)

(3)
(k)

(%)

(€)
(1)
(3)

(9)

(12)

(11)
(32)

(13)
(1)
(15)
(16)
i

(19)
(20)

information that this reciment traing only the technical persornel of the Czech
£ir J'orce 1s received for the first tize, I'reviously, therc wos one alr force
replacenent refiment in cach air foree serviee area, The pertinent inforration
appears credible, since the IT and TIT Air Force Lervice Areas, wiose headquarters
viere in O, Indejoviece and Nrnce respectively, were ceactivated.

Prior to July 19.9, the military aircraft mechanic school was located at Liberec
alrfield, Inforration dating from September 1949 indicated that this school began
to rmove to okrad and Poprad in late July 19L9. It is unlmovm whether
the Acadeny for officer Aireraft llechanics is now Jocated in Liberec, Lowever, since
this airfield is unsuitable for an air urit with regard to its unfavorable soil
conditions, the presence there of a technical school appears credible,

It is helieved that the term battalion refers to the basic ground organizaticn
attached to every air force reginent,

An cir feree apprentice school was previously stationed at Ulomue airfield, After
the lish Air Force kepl Gegt took over its missions, it was probably deactivated,

A pilot scheol is believed to be located at this field.

The so~colled student comparies comprisc the two classes of the aircraft mechanic
school, wliile the term of cancicate units is apnlied to the three classes of the
aircrafi mechanic training center, The candidates onter the training center at the
age of 1T, receive a basic technical training for three ycars and then enter the
second class of the aireraft mochanic school.

An air {orce runnery school is located at lalacky airfield,

For slketeh of the IMawri Lasarny in Lipt./lilulas see Annex 1.

Jor sketeh of the Gerlassky Kasarny in Ioprad, sce Annex 2, ‘ar sketch of
Twublalsic Yasarny in Toprad, see innex 3,

The data sn Fornrad airlielc esgontially agree with previous information. A
training anit i’ the Czecheslovak .ir Force is believed to be stationed at

Yalacky side by side with the ordnance denot of tle¢ aircraft mechanic school,

In 19h3, the 3¢ Air Force Repl Rert was loeated in Vals'ezirici, lto information

on this airficld has been reccived alftor that date,

“11 the orficers mentioned are revorted for the first time.

Jor epaulets and insignia worn at the aircraft rechanie school and the training
center for aircraft mechanics, see Annex lj,

Yo details on Vol,lezirici airfield vere known previously, The installation; which
is believed to be of rinor inportance, is occupied by a training unit,

In late 1950, *okrad airfield was 5till under construction, Morc recent information
on this irstaliation has not been received,

bxtensive construction work is under way at Pardubice airfield. hecording to previous
inforration, a school for radio operators and navigators was located there in 1949,
according to inforration of Getobor 1950, a special parachute regiment roved to
Presov, The regiment was located at the I'asarylk, Stefanic,
and Jiskrov parracks Installations,

The airfield ncarest to the locality of Lolni Kubin,

Ln air force rreparatory school is believed to be stationed at Sternberk airfield,
The Czech Adr Force Acadery is iccated at lradec Kralove airfteld,

Legarding the manufacture of Jet aircraft at the Rudy Letov and Avia Alreraft Plants,
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l.ocation of Foprad Airfield and Layout of the ferlassky Easarny in Poprad

Lerenc:

1 Spiska ‘obota railroad station

Guardhouse

'Y quarters

Kitchen, messhall, motion picture theater
and 6 Yagezines, carpenter shop, garapges
“orkshop ’
Photo-mechanic workshop

E" quarters -

I'leetro~nachanic workshop,
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layout of Tubelske Nasarny,

Legends

1 Storare of tirber and straw

2 Coal dump

3 Fillins station

L Yotor vehicle repair shop

S Laundry

6 Carage

7 Class room, stockroom for items of clothing and arms
8 Cuardhouse

9 Aircraft engine workshop

10 Three-story X quarters

11 Juarters and kitchen

12 lispensary

13 hrec-story administration and billeting building
1L Officer Lillets, |
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Epaulets and Insignia Vorn al the Aireraft lechanic School and the FTraining

Center for Aireraft l'echanics.

Epavlets worn by mewbers of student and candidate units

Tpaulets worn by cetars

Legend:

1

2

3 Zpaule
4 Sleeve
S Sleeve
6 Sleeve
7 Slesve
8  yleave

ts worn by carecr

insignia worn by
insignia worn by
insignia worn by
ingismia worn bty

insignia worn by

SUFTDENTIAL,

of student units

cetars

students Curing their first year
students during their second year
candidates during theiy fL-st vear
candidates during their second year

candidates curing their third year
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